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Molly Molasses doll
Date
c. 2010

Artist/Maker
Ruth Francis

Medium
Glass beads, cloth, Tin, yarn

Description
Doll modeled after a historical figure, Molly Ballassee Nicola or 
“Molly Molasses,” a Penobscot woman (1775-1868) reputed to be 
a powerful shaman. She is depicted as an elderly woman with 
gray hair, black dress with white dots, black and white plaid 
overcoat, black boots, typical indigenous black cap with white 
bead trim and double S-curve designs, two large brooches, and 
red bead earrings. Tag with Molly Molasses story is attached to 
the doll with a beaded string.

Dimensions
11 3/4” H x 7 3/4” W

Object number
NA2010.064.LMA


