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El Curandero (The Healer)
Date
1994

Artist/Maker
Nicario Jimenéz Quispé

Medium
Pigment, wood, potato, plaster

Description
Retablo titled El Curandero (The Healer). Narrative images of a 

healer or shaman depicted practicing traditional folk medicine. In the curing ceremony, the healer reads coca leaves and 
passes a live cuy, guinea pig, over the body of the patient to diagnose the illness. Later, the cuy is dissected and its 
entrails examined to determine the cause of the illness. Depending on the findings, the healer will then prescribe 
traditional treatment using herbs and various crosses.

Dimensions
Overall (Open): 14 x 25 x 9 in, (35.6 x 63.5 x 22.9 cm,) Overall (Closed): 14 x 13 x 5 1/2 in, (35.6 x 33 x 14 cm,)

Object number
NLA1994.20.LMA


