Basic Detail Report

LINDA

Linda heard about her job at the warehouse from her cousin. s her first full-time job, and she's
been there four years. Linda works as a stock-handler.

You get a fifteen-minute break and you waste it in the washroom line, dying for a cigarette.

This morning Jim says, “Linda, you've really changed. You're mouthy, to put it blunt.”

It sure was blunt, but | guess it's true.

“You're home now. not on a picket line!" He went on. “You don't depend on me for anything
anymore.”

What can you say? He's right. But | can't depend an him when I'm at work

Jim blew up when | told him I'd joined the union. Said I'd lose my job and then what? | must
admit | was prefty scared. | figured I'd lose my job one way or another, the way things were going
0 there was nothing to lose.

During the strike we had to walk in front of the cars that were crossing the picket line. The cops
were always there especially during the mass pickets. The scabs could hit you with a car, push you
around, but the first time you turned on them, by god. the cops were right on top of you

The T.V. just said: “This is the ninth week of the strike. There was violence on the pieket line. Fit
teen cars were damaged.”

Never said how many of us were hit. Didn't want to hear that

One time, a salesgirl asked if | was on strike. She said it was an awfully violent strike | said
that's what everybody says, but | mustve missed all the good parts, because other than seven or
eight mass pickels, we cracheted, read books and just passed the time of day.

| kept telling Jim we were standing up for our rights. | kept telling him | wasn't against him. that
1 loved him. But he wanted me the way | used to be. You know. he keeps hoping for something bet-
ter — that he's going to be his own boss. When we were first married he had big plans. We're still in
the same apartment

The biggest thrill was Women's Solidarity Day. We'd been out eight months. All those women
from all over — busloads of them — women we didn't think even knew we were on strike. I'd never
been involved in anything like that before and | couldn't believe it

Mary: “Qh, by the way, you might be interested to know someone's circulating a petition 1o de-
certify the Union. | didn't sign t, bul it's going around.
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